In the Center
FROM THE OFFICE
It’s hard to believe we’ve made it to the time of year for a reminder about snow days!
If there is an appreciable accumulation of snow or ice, listen to the news. Our Family
Handbook gives you the following information.
If the Center is to be closed due to weather conditions, the Vermont Broadcasters Association will be called and the information will be on
local radio and television
stations that are part of this service. Traditionally closings have been shown on television stations WCAX (Channel 3), WPTZ (Channel 5), and radio station WOKO (98.9FM)
as
well as other Vermont stations that offer this service. Once it is
technologically possible, the Center will put closing information on its
website.

Mary Johnson
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Special Points of
Interest

Usually your child’s classroom teachers will try to call you if we are closing, but if
the snow is unexpected or worse than anticipated they may not have everyone’s home
phone numbers. We try to stay open whenever we can, but many staff drive from a considerable distance and others have school age children . If schools are closed they need
to be home. While it is not automatic that we will close when the public schools close, it
is wise to double check before bringing your children out on snowy roads.

•

With cold weather
upon us, be sure
to send warm
clothing for your
child. We go out
every day weather
permitting.

For those of you who have not noticed, we are not undertaking the Festival of Wreaths
this year. The Festival has been our primary fundraiser and the Board has decided the
Center should take a year off and reevaluate our fundraising plans. We have tentatively
booked the Town Hall Theater for next year for the Festival, so it may well return in
another year. In the meantime we welcome any great fundraising ideas.

•

MJCC will be
closed the week of
Dec 27 through
31. We will reopen on Jan 3,
2011

.

NARNIA Darcy, Marcie and Andrea
It has been yet another busy month in the Narnian classroom. As the weather grows colder, we are not able to make as
many frequent trips to the Big Woods. The children miss playing there, collecting and working hard on building our log
“tent” (TeePee). Luckily, the children have begun making a plan to bring a little piece of the Big Woods inside to our
classroom. We are going to build an inside tent. Many of the children have participated in this project in one way or
another. Some have gone to a log pile near the little woods and collected logs to bring back to our classroom. Others have
sat down in small groups and planned how the inside tent is going to be built, with the logs and rope, and a rug underneath.
Recently children have begun laying out the padding underneath, and bringing the logs into our classroom. We will continue
building as the weeks progress, so make sure to check it out!

It is also the time of year again, we will be participating in the Folk Life Centers Gingerbread House Display. We are just
beginning the planning process. The children voted between the idea of a gingerbread boat, a gingerbread monster, or a
gingerbread tent, all current interest in the Narnian classroom. The Gingerbread Monster won the vote. We have been
discussing recently what our monster should look like, what color, how many eyes, heads, etc.
Skating has begun this month! The children head over to the recreational rink on Wednesdays to skate for about an hour.
It was a bit difficult for many children at first, but they are now showing excitement and interest in working hard on
their skating skills. Many children are getting up on the ice, and pushing themselves around using the assistance of adults
and milk crates. Some children are beginning to even skate on their own without using a crate at all. We look forward to
seeing them grow and gain confidence on the ice as our sessions continue.

THUNDERDRAGONS Kristen, Sue, Rini and Javanka
We have been off and running with all of our ideas, and enjoying the weather, whatever it brings.

Our story telling has continued! We often write down stories the children tell and share them at our group
meetings. We recently shared a story by Aidan, John, and Dylan. during our drawing challenge the children
drew parts of the story they really enjoyed, . We have also been putting our stories into books, drawing
illustrations or using photographs. Come check them out in our book area!
We love being bears! The children have been hibernating away from the cold, awaiting bright light to tell them
it is spring. They hunt for slugs to eat under boulders and scare off hunters!
We practice our yoga
moves daily and are looking to learn some new
poses. We now have our
own yoga book, with photographs showing the
children creating poses.
A group of children recently brought their
drawings, messages, and
questions to Martha, our
neighbor, in response to
the mail she sent us. We
were able to meet her
kitty, try her swing, and
learn how to pull out plants from the garden while whacking off the excess soil in the roots. We are anxiously awaiting her reply.
The big buzz in our room has been the opening of the bridge!
The children have been talking about and drawing the new
bridge, its flags, and the fireworks display during the Spooktacular. We love taking the bridge to go anywhere, stopping at each
look out and feeling the textures along the way. A small group
of children recently explored under the bridge, listening to traffic, pointing out where we walked, and throwing rocks into Otter
Creek.
A small group of children were inspired by the book Walter the
Baker. They found a pretzel recipe online and practiced rolling
playdough and shaping it, before making real pretzels. They
were so delicious that we plan to make them again soon!
Thanks to all of you for coming to parent conferences! We truly enjoyed celebrating your children and laughing with
you!
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CASPIA Jen, Matt, Nestora

DAWNTREADERS Sarah, Ali and Hannah

It’s hard to believe that it’s already November! So much has been happening in our
group. The Dawn Treaders absolutely love listening to stories, and have even found a few favorites including;The Three Billy Goats Gruff, Hop On Pop, Red Truck, and The Wheels on
the Bus. Their love for these stories has brought them into other parts of our day. Zachary,
Leah, and Jason have used blocks to represent bridges that the Billy Goats then cross before
the troll comes. In the gross motor space, Stevie-Rey, Jason, Lydia, and Greta enjoy role
playing the Three Billy Goats Gruff that eventually turns into a chase game.
Our enjoyment of music is also a huge part of the Dawn Treader day. We like listening
to the classic tunes sung by Raffi, but Hunter has also introduced us to some great Columbian Music. We are interested in families continuing to bring in their favorite music to share
with the class.
An interest in drumming has certainly come out of our love for music and movement.
Bella and Colin have gone on several sound walks where they were able to drum on different
objects in the community. Since then we have also brought different types of drum sticks
and recycled materials into our room to explore sounds. Jake, Bella, and Greta took turns
banging on the tin cans and plastic containers each finding which sound they liked best.
We have also been enjoying our trips to the ice rink! At first it may have been overwhelming, but the Dawn Treaders are definitely finding their way around the ice. Please remember to send in warm clothes not just for ice skating, but all week since it is getting colder
out there!

