
From the Office   
 

We are all muddling through this mostly snowless and rainy winter. Children have been 

creative on the playground, and there have been lots of walks and explorations off site.  

The downstairs gross motor room has been quite popular.  With the warming days and 

little snow cover we are experiencing an early mud season.  Donõt forget to continue to 

send in boots and snow pants along with changes of clothing.  
 

We recently had the Assessor visit to determine if we will receive five more years of 

national accreditation.  This accreditation, through the National Association for the Edu-

cation of Young Children (NAEYC), involves an intensive self -study looking at all aspects 

of the program.  Each classroom has a Portfolio that documents curriculum, involvement 

in the community, relationships with families and more.  They are available to go 

through ñjust ask your childõs teacher.  The Assessment went well, and we will get a final 

report in the next few months.  MJCC has been continuously accredited since 1988.   
 

The Jon Gailmor fundraiser is coming up on April 6th, so mark your calendars! For those 

of you not familiar with Jon, he is a Vermont childrenõs musician who is quite popular 

statewide.   Jacksonõs parents, Holmes Jacobs and Megan Brady, have kindly offered to 

coordinate this event once again.  We would love to have more people to help with the 

details of publicity, set -up and other things as they arrive.  Please let Ilana know if you 

are interested in pitching in.  
 

There has been a tremendous amount of illness drifting through the Center and affect-

ing both children and teachers.  We are trying to take measures to limit the continual 

spread.  If your child is sick, or getting sick, please keep her/him home.  
 

We have posted a few calendar 

reminders to the right on this 

page.  We hope you have a happy 

spring! 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Nilah and her mom Jen read 

stories created by the Narnians 

at the Narniansô Family night. 
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Mary Johnson 

Childrenõs Center 

Special Points of  

Interest  

 

¶ Please turn in your 

Enrollment forms 

for Summer & Fall 

if you havenõt  

already done so  

  Calendar Reminders :  

¶ Friday, March 15 

Center closed for 

Inservice  

¶ Saturday, April 6 

Jon Gailmor  

Concert, 3 - 5pm, 

Municipal Audito-

rium, Middlebury  

¶ Friday, April 19 

Center closes at   

1 pm for Inservice  

¶ Friday, May 10 

Center closed for 

Parent Conferences  

¶ Monday, May 27 

Center closed for  

Memorial Day  

 

 



 

 

 

THUNDERDRAGONS   ~  Kristen, Sue & Elly  

The Thunderdragons have been very busy the last two months.  Though there isnõt 

much snow on the ground now, last month there was plenty! The Thunderdragons 

spent the warm mornings outside sledding, awing everyone with their snowshoeing 

abilities (if you own snowshoes we highly recommend bring-

ing your child on an adventure ñthey love it!); building snow-

men; and going on long walks around Middlebury ñwithout 

the buggy!  On our walks we have visited the Fire Station 

to look at fire trucks; listened to the sound of Otter 

Creek; watched the trains as they passed under the bridge; 

examined the train tracks; and visited the fish at the  

Ilsley library.   

On the bitter cold days, the Thunderdragons have been 

exploring a variety of sensory materials including full -body 

oobleck, òice-cream doughó, òcloud doughó, tempera/  

water color paints, and  painting with our feet.   

 

   We have also been acting  

  out The Three Billy  
  Goats Gruff ñtaking  

  turns being the goats and the  

  troll (using wooden beams as  

  the bridge we have been  

  working on our balance as  

  well!)  The Thunderdragons  

  have been reading favorite  

  books to each other using  

  memorized phrases and  

  have been helping the teach - 

  ers read books throughout   

  the dayñsome favorites are 

Caps for Sale , Hush Little Puppy , Trains , and Brave Little 
Monster .   

Sensory activitieséfor those cold and rainy mornings!  

(Store in airtight containers)  

Cloud Dough:  

8 cups Flour  

1 cup baby oil 

Knead flour and baby oil together 

for 3 -5 minutesñit will be ready 

when it holds together when you 

squeeze it.  
 

Ice - Cream Dough 

¾ cup hair conditioner  

1 ½ cups cornstarch  
 

Mix conditioner and cornstarch together.  Dough should be the same consis - 

          tency as play -dohñif itõs too runny, add cornstarch!  
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CASPIA   ~  Marcie, Matt & Yari  

In spite of this chilly winter weather, the Caspians have been having a great 

time using the sledding hill on the playground!  They have been working hard to 

pull the sleds up the hill, get into them without them slipping away, and rolling 

out as they near the hay bales protecting both the fence and themselves.     

We started our second session of skating at the Rec Rink on Thursday, Febru-

ary 21 st .  We enjoy being back on the ice and watching the children become 

even more confident skaters.  
 

When itõs been too cold to go outside, the Caspians have been hard at work in-

side the building.  The Caspians have been very interested reading the book 

The Three Billy Goats Gruff .  This interest has transferred into our block  

area where the children have been building òthe bridgeó with big blocks and 

sharing the roles as the children re -enact the story.  Many friends have taken 

turns being the billy goats as well as the troll.  

The children also enjoy re -enacting the story 

Caps For Sale.  They take turns being the ped-

dler, but enjoy being the monkeys most,  

òTse Tse Tse.ó   
 

Annan and Sydney share the common interest  

of both having a dog at home, and together the  

two of them are creating space suits for their  

dogs to wear.  Sydneyõs is red and will be outfit-  

ting Gussie, and Annanõs is pink and will be out- 

fitting Sadie.  They picked out their own mate - 

rial, measured and cut their own patterns that  

they drew themselves, have hot -glued their  

pieces together, added some Velcro and there  

will be finished products soon on display!  
 

   Children continue to visit the studio in small groups to work  

  with clay creating different types of trains, food, and people.   

  They have also done some painting using many types of paint,  

  as well as different sized brushes.  Recently, two small groups  

  have had the opportunity to draw their own self -portraits  

  using pencils, paper and a mirror to study themselves.  Be  

  sure to check out their work on display in the classroom.   

  Some children have taken a recent interest in sewing, where  

  together they made a stuffed bone that we use to play  

  Doggie, Doggie somebody took your bone  during  

 together time.  
 

   

We would like to welcome Jaiden    

                 and his family to the Caspian                                           

                                        Classroom! 
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