In the Center
First we would like to welcome back all our old friends, and then welcome all our new
families and friends to MJCC. This year, we not only welcomed many new children but
several new teachers as well. In Dawntreaders we have Ali Natovich and Hannah Beck.
In Thunderdragons we’ve added Rini Lovshin-Smith, and in Caspia we’ve welcomed back
Nestor Sanchez who was previously here as a work-study student. There are also many
new faces among the work-study students from Middlebury College.
We are thrilled to see S. Pleasant and Cross St. open once again, and are looking forward to having the new bridge open soon! It’s been a fascinating process to watch, but
very disruptive for all of us. The children are all excited to finally be able to walk
across the bridge, and the teachers are excited that we will be able to get downtown
more quickly. This direct route will open up our walking radius. The children and teachers will have many new places to explore.
We are nearing the end of harvesting and eating our MJCC garden. The garden was a
huge success this year! Susannah’s weekly tasting table of new and interesting foods
has also been popular. If you haven’t yet tried any, or seen the children’s comments, do
take a look at the table in front of the fireplace. So far we’ve tried kohlrabi, wheat
berries and different colors of beets, to name a few.
The family workday has been rescheduled for Saturday, October 23, 2010, 9amnoon We will have both indoor and outdoor jobs and hope you will join us for some or all
of the morning.
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Interest

•

Mary Johnson will
be closed for inservice training for
teachers October
22.

•

Mary Johnson will
be closed for Parent Conferences
November 5

•

With cold weather
upon us, be sure
to send warm
clothing for your
child. We go out
every day weather
permitting.

NARNIA Darcy, Marcie and Andrea
Welcome to all of our new friends; Brendan, Isaiah, Shania and Tenley. We are also welcoming
all of our Workstudies—-returning and new (be sure to check out our workstudy board)
Welcome also Ahrim Kim who is an exchange student from South Korea and is attending MUHS.
We have been really busy exploring our new room! We have had an explosion of dramatic play: in
the house area, putting on puppet shows or in the block area. Almost everyday the blocks both
big and small are used to create a boat that is often taking us to Martha’s Vineyard. This
dramatic play has also been extended out onto the playground!
We continue to be huge into exploring nature. We are picking and then
pressing flowers (we would love for you to bring any in) and have created
collages with them. Now that the leaves are turning, the children have
noticed and become interested in going on leaf walks and collecting
leaves. We are pressing the leaves and using them to make pictures. So
far the children have created “flowers”, “a monster kitty”, “leaf sissy”,
and a “big scary bear fish”. Be sure to check them out on our windows.
We have gone back to the Big Woods. Dramatic play has followed us
there! Several children felt we would encounter bears on our exploration
and when that didn’t actually happen the imaginations went wild. We had
bears chasing us, even a big blue
bear! Also in the woods we came
across a large t-pee constructed
of logs as well as several small
“fairy” houses. This inspired the children to create our
own structure that they have decided is a tent. We have
been busily hauling logs and picking up sticks to create
this tent. Recently leaves were added “so that the rain
doesn’t come in”. While trekking through the woods the
acorns and various nuts were too hard to resist. The
interest in the nuts and collecting them led us to the
Green where we visited the huge tree that drops “spiky”
nuts or “coconuts” (otherwise known as chestnuts). We collected a lot and are beginning to
investigate them further. Another investigation that some have embarked on is clouds. This
interest started from a “cloud sign” being made, then Little Cloud by Eric Carle being read and
then a discussion about what clouds look like. We have explored the book It Looks Like Spilt
Milk and have created our own pictures (check them out in the book area) as well as have gone on
a few cloud walks to observe the clouds and draw them in journals.
Be sure to check out our Narnian of the week board with a new Narnian being spotlighted
each week. If you haven’t done so yet we are asking for families to bring in pictures of the child
and his/her family. Also be on the look out for parent conference sign up. The conferences will
be held Friday, November 5th (we are closed that day).

THUNDERDRAGONS Kristen, Sue, Rini and Javanka
We have been so busy exploring our new classroom and enjoying all that the community has
to offer us during this beautiful time of year! We have also enjoyed welcoming Henry and
his family to the classroom, as well as Rini, our newest teacher! We are so excited to welcome back our favorite work-study students from past years, as well as new ones!
Sending messages to others continues! Please stop in the Narnian classroom to see the beautiful mobile that we created for them. It includes the messages from both the children and you! We have
also continued to build on our relationship with Martha, our neighbor, who gave us flowers this
summer. After we sent her mail, she sent us each a personalized letter back. We enjoyed having
her visit our classroom recently, and are busily creating new mail to tell her about us and to find
out more about her!
We have been having lots of tea parties using water. We recently smelled some different kinds of tea,
and look forward to tasting them!
Our love of jumping, since many of us were toddlers, keeps popping up! We have also continued our
love of yoga, practicing daily!
In the community, we have been exploring the “Big Woods”, the Farmers Market, Otter Creek and the
falls, the Library, the “Wobbly Bridge”, the rain, the bridge construction, and the fields near the
high school for practicing with casting fishing poles! We have also brought back great bits of nature to explore!
We have added a “drawing challenge” to our day, after lunch. This is a time when we draw about a
topic, often closely related to our day or our families. The children each challenge themselves,
working on their own goals, from holding a writing tool, to sharing about their ideas, to planning
through the steps of their idea, or even to writing about their idea! Please see your child’s journal
in the classroom!
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CASPIA Jen, Matt, Nestor
Hello everyone! It is hard to believe that October is almost over; so much has happened already! We have welcomed
a new teacher into our classroom, Nestor! If you haven’t had a chance to say hi just yet, please feel free! We have
had many opportunities to get to know each other as our class has grown to welcome new friends and families.
Here are a few discoveries we’ve made so far:
The Caspians love music! They sing, drum, and put on parades and shows! We sing songs throughout the day, including
some that many parents are sure to be familiar with!
The Caspians also have an invested interest in food of all sorts, from making pancakes and hamburgers out of clay to
helping out with making orzo, trying out all sorts of peppers at lunchtime, and making afternoon snack for our
friends!
Dramatic play seems to be popular with the Caspians as well. Aside from performances of books like The Three Billy
Goats Gruff, you can be sure you will get your vaccinations from the doctors in our classroom or learn about safety
from the many firemen in Caspia (surely inspired by the visit from the local fire department we had a few weeks
back!)
We’re sure so much more is to come!
We would like to take this time to remind all families, as the days get progressively colder, to please make sure our
Caspian friends are bundled up warmly and appropriately. The changing weather does not mean our outside explorations of the surrounding woods and community will stop anytime soon, and we would love for all of our friends to be
comfortable in our walks! In the past few days alone, our friends have taken trips to the Middlebury Farmer’s
Marker, the Isley Public Library for StoryTime, and to the town green to explore the many signs of fall and an oncoming winter.
Finally, information about ice-skating has gone out to all families. Feel free to read through it and ask us any questions that may arise so that we can get all of our interested friends ready!

DAWNTREADERS Sarah,

